
Walk Colchester 
 

Tudor Trail by Philip Crummy  
(Director of Colchester Archaeological Trust 

 

A 
Length approx 1 mile (or 2.7 m with Riverside return route) 

 

Gradients the Tudor Trail negotiates some very steep and lengthy 
slopes, taking in both East Hill and North Hill. 

 
Surfaces paved along entire route 

  
Nearest accessible parking Nun's Road multi-story car park (behind 

Williams & Griffin), or in Museum Street (alongside entrance to Castle 
Park), if you wish to start in the town centre and do a more limited trail. 

  
Public transport  

▪ First pdf of all local bus routes: http://tiny.cc/4voge 
▪ Info on accessible bus routes: http://tiny.cc/85bqs 

 
A map of the route 

 

 

http://tiny.cc/4voge
http://tiny.cc/85bqs


Introduction 

 
Think of Tudor houses and you probably think of houses with exposed timberwork. 

Walk around Colchester and you will see a fair number of houses of this sort. But don't 
imagine they are all Tudor. And don't presume either that timber-framed buildings 
with covered-over timberwork must be something else. The tradition of exposing 

timberwork is a long and complicated one. The timbers in most late medieval and 
Tudor town-houses were left uncovered but, with the widespread adoption of glazing 

and fireplaces (the replacement for open hearths), both new and existing houses were 
rendered over to make them less draughty and cold. In the late 19th century, 
antiquarian interest in the past combined with the Arts and Crafts movement led to 

the 'restoration' of many ancient timber-framed buildings. Old render was stripped off, 
rotted timbers were renewed, and later windows and doors were removed to be 

replaced, very often unsuccessfully, with attempted copies of the originals. Areas of 
exposed fake timber-framing became fashionable on new buildings and 'Mock Tudor' 
was born. 

 
The Tudor trail takes you to some of the most interesting buildings in Colchester town 

centre which were built between 1485 and 1603, the period of the Tudor dynasty. The 
trail takes you along a major route through Colchester town centre where you will see 
a fair amount of exposed timber. But you will also walk past lots of timber buildings 

where the frames lie buried under a plaster coating or behind a more recent brick 
facade. Bear in mind that some of these buildings are just as old as the ones which 

you will be visiting. They are not featured on the trail because they are not obviously 
Tudor or too little can be seen of their timber-frames. 
 

If you start your walk at the bottom of North Hill at the Marquis of Granby, you will be 
close to the site of North Gate which was the main entrance into the town from the 

north-west. At the top of the hill before you turn left into the High Street, you will see 
on your right a collection of four buildings with exposed timberwork. Although these 

are all 20th century in date, as a group they give an impression of what Colchester 
might have looked in the Tudor period when timber-framed buildings were the norm. 
As it happens, at least two of these (the Post Office and the Wagon and Horses) 

deliberately incorporate in their designs, elements of the timber-framed buildings 
which they replaced.  

 
As you pass along the High Street, you walk along what, by a large margin, was 
Colchester's most important Tudor street. Four churches were strung along its length 

and the Moot Hall (the Borough's administrative centre) stood where the Town Hall 
now stands. Crucially the street was home of the market. This extended from the west 

end of the High Street down as far as about Maidenburgh Street. The butchers had 
their stalls (shambles) near West Stockwell Street; the fishmongers seem to have 
been in the vicinity of the Red Lion, and the buttermarket was outside the town hall. 

The corn market was held at the west end of the High Street and the leather-workers' 
stalls may have been nearby. Other stalls would have offered fruit and vegetables, 

shoes, gloves, baskets, wooden dishes, and other small items.  
  
At the far end of the High Street, you pass across the line of the town wall where once 

stood the East Gate and then you will head off down East Hill following the old road to 
Harwich and Ipswich to cross the river by the site of East Mill and then end up at the 

old droving inn, the Rose and Crown, in East Street. 



 

1. 24 North Hill (East side) - The Marquis of Granby Inn 
 

A 
Access info the Tudor trail begins at the bottom of North Hill and heads 

up towards the town centre.  
 

Gradients steep-very steep (av.1:13), especially towards the top. 
 

Surfaces paved along entire route.   
 
 

1a The Marquis of Granby Inn 

 

1b façade, upper floor 

  
 

 
The Marquis of Granby was built c 1525 as the house of a wealthy cloth merchant. 
Later, in the 18th century if not before, the house became an inn and an alehouse. To 

appreciate this special building properly, you will need to go inside to see the unusual 
carvings since a great deal of what can be seen on the front is either modern or 

unreliable reconstruction.  
 

Sometime during the 18th or first half of the 19th centuries, many houses in the town 

were given facelifts to make them appear more modern. This building was no different. 
It was given a new brick front with fashionable sash windows and a more up-to-date 

doorway. The result was that the original front was completely covered over and the 
jetty and the original fenestration were removed.  
 

In 1913, a serious fire left the front the building wrecked and the opportunity was taken 
to reconstruct the front in its original form. The rebuilding in 1914 involved the removal 

of the remains of the brick front, the exposure of the timber-framing on the first floor, 
and the recreation of the jetty and the ground-floor front wall. However, the fire 
coupled with the consequences of making the brick facade meant that not enough of 

the original timberwork survived to allow anything approaching a reliable reconstruction 
of the 16th-century frontage. As a result, the ground-floor frontage ended up as a 

complete invention. The first floor is better because the spacing of the timber-framing is 
probably correct (albeit heavily restored) although the windows are unlikely to bear 
much resemblance to the originals. 

 
Fortunately, the real interest in the building lies inside where, despite the fire, there is 

an extraordinary series of fine and unusual carvings on some of the surviving beams 
including fancy depictions of various people and animals. The best is in the main room 
of the east wing, which is divided into two bays by a richly carved heavy transverse 

beam bearing the initials 'HW'. The Borough records tell us that a clothier called Henry 



Webb obtained permission to bring water to his house in North Street between 1535 
and 1545. Presumably this was the same HW who built the house and had his initials 
carved on one of its beams. 
 

 

2. 3-5 West Stockwell Street (East side) 

 

A 
Access info At the top of the hill, turn left into the High Street.  
 

Gradients The High St. is level at the top end, with the slope 
increasing beyond the Town Hall.  

 
 

2a. house façade 2b carved detail 

 

 

 
 

This is a handsome house with 
exposed timber-frame and some fine 

carved detail. It dates to the late 
15th century and is a Grade II listed 
building. 
 

The house is in the form of a pair of 

blocks end on to the street frontage. 
It has been heavily restored. 

 

The plasterwork has been removed to reveal a frame of close-set vertical studs 
stiffened with diagonal wind-braces set in the surfaces of the studs. Each gable has a 
row of windows on the first floor. There are eight on the left and six on the right, all 
with traceried heads. 

The first floor is jettied with carved bressumer (horizontal beam) and curved supporting 
brackets springing from thin shafts with demi-angels capitals at the tops. The ground 
floor is taken up by a row of heavily restored doors and windows. The two doorways 

and two wide windows have two-centred heads. The six-light window to the right has 
traceried heads like those on the first floor. It is difficult to tell how accurate these 

restorations are. 
 

3. 2-44 High Street (South side) - The Red Lion Hotel 

 

A 
Access via West Stockwell Street (on left). Continue down the until the 

next point of interest (on the right) then turn back to the main route on 
the High Street. 

 
Gradients 1:20 (medium) 

 
 

  



3a. The 1st & 2nd floor 3b. Reconstruction by David 

Stenning of the High St. frontage 

of the Red Lion in the c.16th  

 

3c. The bay window 

above the passage 

way through the Red 

Lion 

 

  

 

When it was built, the Red Lion must have been a striking sight. Its high gables over the 
rows of handsome arched windows and finely carved panels would have dominated the 
central part of the High Street. Even today, despite being much altered and 'restored', 

the Red Lion is easily the town's most impressive timber-framed building. It is listed as 
Grade 1. 

 
The main block overlooking the High Street is of three storeys broken on the ground floor 
by a carriage entrance leading to a courtyard. The whole structure was divided into bays 

by shafts with carved capitals and moulded bases. The upper storeys and the eaves are 
all jettied. Both the upper storeys were lit by a continuous line of windows each with a 

traceried panel below. The roof is of peg-tile and includes four 18th-century hipped 
gables. The carriage entrance has an archway with moulded posts, a four-centred arch in 
square head with carved spandrels and finely moulded roof timbers. In the courtyard, the 

wing on the west side has an upper storey projecting on top of a fine moulded beam. The 
building includes many original internal features, especially fine moulded ceiling joists 

and some original windows. The late 15th-century part of the building has carved timber-
work and there are cellars of c 1400 incorporating reused Roman building materials. 
 

The Red Lion was extensively restored in 1988. The work gave timber-framed expert 
Dave Stenning the chance to study the building in detail. A summary of his conclusions 

can be found at http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports/MAG-report-0002.pdf 
 

The building stems from a speculative development by the influential Howard family, 
either by the Duke of Norfolk or perhaps his son (the Earl of Surrey). It was probably 
built as five distinct but structurally-integrated houses incorporating part of an earlier 

building. Three were comparatively small and formed a single unit overlooking the High 
Street. These were of three storeys, the ground floor of each consisting of a lock-up 

shop. Behind were two large houses each containing a large hall. Access to these from 
the High Street was via the alleyway which at this time was only a short cul-de-sac. The 
income from the rents proved insufficient so that the whole complex was soon re-let as 

an inn. The alleyway was later extended southwards to gain access to the rear of the 
property where there were stables and various other ancillary buildings. This is likely to 

have happened in the 18th century at the time when coaching inns were at their peak 
and was achieved by demolishing part of one of the large halls. 

 

http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports/MAG-report-0002.pdf


The New Inn (or White Lion as it was also called) was in existence by 1516 because its 
name crops up in a document of that date. The main phase of building work took place 
around 1500, with the earlier house which it incorporated dating from about 1475. The 

Red Lion acquired its present name much later. The colour change happened during the 
Stuart period. 

 
 

4. 7-9 Queen Street (The Queen Street Brew House) 
 
 

A 
Access info you are best advised to view 7&9 Queen St from the 

right-hand side of the road (i.e. alongside the Natural History 

museum) as pavements are wider here and you will have a better 
vantage point.  

  
Gradients mostly level at the top (North Hill) end of the High St, but 

sloping down over the second half towards the castle (approx. 1:30).  
 

Public Transport Most Colchester bus routes call at the High Street, 
so this may also be used as an alternative start point for your walk.  

 
 
 

4a.Front view of 7-9 Queen 

Street 

4b. Illustration based on 

drawings by Richard Shackle. 

 

 

 
 

Hidden under the plaster of No 7 Queen Street are the remains of Colchester's earliest 

known medieval shop. The shop formed part of the ground floor of a cross-wing of a 
timber-framed house (now Nos 7 & 9) which stands at the top end of Queen Street, not 

far from the east end of the High Street. It was discovered some years ago by historic 
buildings expert Richard Shackle when some of the timber-framing was exposed 
internally as part of some building works.  

 
Dating to the early 14th century, the shop front was in the form of a large window 

subdivided by a vertical central timber with a door into the shop on the right. On the far 
right, another door led into the main part of the house. Although the shop and the 
house of which it was a part were not built in the Tudor period, they would have been 

familiar features of the Tudor town.  

5. 16, 17 & 17A East Hill 



 

A 

Access info The High St merges onto East Hill here and the Tudor trail 

continues down its long steep slopes, be warned! 
Gradients steep (1:13-1:18) 

 
5a. Front view of all three 

houses 

5b. The original 16th 

Century door 

 

 

 

 

This is a fine Grade II listed 
building. It is of 16th-century date 
with a 17th-century wing at the 

rear. The building is of two storeys 
with a peg-tile roof. The timber-

framing is fully exposed and 
features the close vertical upright 
timbers which are so typical of 

Tudor buildings.  

 

 
The upper storey overhangs the ground floor along the front of the building. Two 
brackets survive which support the jetty. One on the right is original whereas the other 

(on the extreme left) is wide and curved in the shape of a scroll like 17th-century 
examples elsewhere. 

 
There is a row of five small windows (some blocked) immediately below the eaves. They 
all probably had two 'lights' (openings). One of the windows (third from the right) has a 

central ovolo-shaped mullion with the lights to either side each being split in two by a 
thin diamond-shaped one. The other windows are all later. On the first floor there are 

three sash windows probably of early to mid 19th century date. The ground floor 
includes another small two-light window immediately under the jetty and a large five-
light window which may reflect something of the original fenestration.  

 
The principle feature is the fine 16th-century door on the left. This includes twelve 

recessed panels each containing a lozenge-shaped ornament. 
 
 

6. 48-52 East Hill 
 

6a. Front view houses on East Hill  

 

A group of two, possibly three, separate 
Tudor houses in a row. Nos 48-49 (left) is 

one house and Nos 50, 50a, and 51-2 
(right) is another if not two. The official 
listing (Grade II) appears to be limited to 

Nos 48-50 although Nos 50-1 seems to be 
part of the same building. 

 

 
The timber-framing has been exposed on the first floor of Nos 48-50a. Nos 50 and 50a 



have two original windows. These are tucked under the eaves at first-floor level. They 
have moulded frames and ovolo-shaped mullions. Nos 48-50a were jettied so that the 
first floor overhung the ground floor along the street frontage. The jetties were 

underbuilt in Victorian times to enlarge the ground floor. New doorways and windows 
were fitted at the same time.  

 
The buildings have tiled roofs. Of the three chimney stacks, only the central one is likely 
to be original. The dormer window on the right is later. There are five sash windows on 

the first floor. The three on the right probably belong to the first half of the 19th 
century if not before. The pair on the left probably date to around 1860-70. 

 
The shop windows on the ground floor are interesting. The pair in Nos 50 and 50a  and 
are late Victorian and show that Nos 50 and 50a had been one property when the 

windows were inserted.  
 

 

7. 1 & 2 East Bay- The 'Portreeve's House' 
 

A 
Access info as you pass the Tudor Houses at 1 & 2 East Bay (on your 

right), East Hill turns into East Street.  
 

Gradients from this point on, gradients are negligible, until the end of 
the Tudor trail at the Rose and Crown (with the exception of East Street 

bridge at the Siege House) 
 

7a. 1 & 2 East Bay as they 

appear today. 

7b. The inside of each 

floor of ‘The Portreeve 

House’  

 

 

The Portreeve's House is a 
well-preserved Grade II listed 
building which has escaped the 

heavy hand of 20th-century 
restoration and thus has a fully 

plastered front. In 1975, the 
house was extensively 
renovated with some limited 

sensitive repair work where 
the timbers proved too rotted 

to save. The whole timber-
frame was completely exposed 

as part of this work and 
recorded in detail by the 
Colchester Archaeological 

Trust.  

 

 

The house originated in the 15th century when it consisted of an open hall, a screens 
passage and a cross-wing. The hall would have been lower in height than the cross-

wing. There would have been an open hearth in the middle of it and a opening in the 
roof to allow smoke from the hearth to escape. The screens passage was a cross-

passage between the original open hall and the service rooms making up the lower part 
of the cross-wing. Between 1550 and 1625, the open hall was demolished and replaced 



with the present two-storey block which you can see on your right. A brick chimney 
stack replaced the open hearth so that the redesigned block could offer accommodation 
which was not only more spacious (two storeys) but also smoke-free. 

 
What you see now is the original cross-wing on your left and the rebuilt hall block on 

your right. You can also see the four-centred head of one of the external doorways at 
one end of the screens passage and if you could go inside the building, you would see 
parts of the screens passage itself. All the windows and doors are modern. 

 
The Portreeve was the 'warden of the port'. The name appears on the so-called 'Raven 

Seal' which is the earliest of the town's official seals. The Raven Seal was in use 
throughout the medieval period possibly until 1462 when it may have been replaced by 
the Bailiff's Seal. The idea that the house was connected with the Portreeve seems to 

rest solely on an unsubstantiated statement by W Marriage in his book of c 1892 
Photographs of the Borough of Colchester and Neighbourhood. Here he tells us that the 

house was called the Port Hall and believed 'in olden times' to have been the residence 
of the Portreeve. The association of the house with the Portreeve is a tenuous and 
difficult one especially since there is nothing about its design to distinguish it from other 

small hall-houses of the time. The present house is not old enough to have been around 
except perhaps at the very end of the life of the Raven Seal but its location near the 

Colne and East Bridge brings a little plausibility to the idea that the building had been 
associated with the port of Colchester. However, we should probably just accept that 

the building was known as 'the Port Hall' and leave its association with the Portreeve as 
purely speculative.  
 

 

8. 3-75 East Street- The Siege House 

 

A 
Access info Before the bridge, a small park on the left marks the 

beginning of Riverside path which runs back westwards along the Colne 
and connects with the lower Castle Park. If you wish to make your walk 

into a circuit, we suggest returning via Riverside once you've completed 
the Tudor Trail at the Rose and Crown ahead.  

 
8a. Front view, Siege House 8b Side view, Siege House 

  
 
The Siege House is a Grade II listed house of late 15th- or 16th-century date with some 
of the timber-work of outstanding quality. The building was extensively restored in 1905 
after being acquired three years earlier by E Marriage & Son Ltd who owned the 

adjoining mill property. 
  

The building would probably have been the home of a wealthy merchant. It was L-
shaped and occupied a prominent corner position. It had a peg-tile roof and brick 



chimney stacks. The upper storey was jettied out over the ground floor along the west 
and south sides with a heavy diagonal carved corner post supporting the junction of 
both jetties. A lot of what can be seen today is restoration especially on the south side 

of the ground floor. All the brickwork and diamond-shaped glass panes are modern as 
are the highly ornate chimney stacks. The upright timbers (studs) are typically Tudor 

being close-set with shallow diagonal wind-braces cut into their external surfaces. There 
are two oriel windows on the first floor, one on the south side, the other on the west. 
The other large windows on the first floor might also have been oriels originally. There 

is an original window on the south side on the first floor which has diamond-shaped 
mullions (vertical bars). This type of window is characteristic of 15th-century and earlier 

windows.  
 
The corner of the building facing the river is peppered with bullet holes dating from the 

Siege of Colchester. On the night of 5th July 1648, the Royalists, who were besieged in 
the town, made a determined attack on the Parliamentarian front line. Cavalry led 

apparently by Sir Charles Lucas combined with foot soldiers under the command of Sir 
George Lisle charged down East Hill and attacked the Parliamentarians who, having 
blocked the road, were in defensive positions on the other side of the river in the 

vicinity of the Siege House. Volleys of gun fire from the Royalists brought them some 
initial success and left holes in the Siege House. However, the Parliamentarians gained 

the upper hand and the Royalists were driven back into town.  
 

 

9. 29, 30, 32, & 33 East Street 
 
9a. Front view of row of 

Tudor houses 

 

 

 

A long Grade II listed two-storey jettied building with 

attics, cellars, and decorative plasterwork. Like most 
houses of its age, this building has been extensively 

modified over the years with the result that a detailed 
internal survey would be needed to work out its 
structural history properly. 

 
Even then, this would probably not be very successful unless large parts of its timber-
frame could be stripped of its plaster and exposed to view. However, it is possible to 

speculate about the history of the building simply by looking carefully at its front 
elevation since there are several clues there.  
 

The starting point is the decorative plasterwork (pargeting) which presents a series of 
rectangular panels in relief covering the full length of the first floor. The oval wreath 

near the centre is clearly an integral part of the original design and this tells us that the 
plasterwork was done in 1692 by or for somebody with the initials WRA. The windows in 
the first floor all fit neatly into the panelled design except they are too deep and as a 

result the lower parts break into the panels below. This suggests the plastered front did 
indeed incorporate windows in these positions but they are not the present ones. 

 
Another clue lies in the jetty itself. Like the decorative plasterwork, this extends the full 

length of the building but it has a slight change in alignment about two-fifths along left 



to right suggesting that the building is a combination of two earlier jettied buildings. 
This discontinuity clearly must have been there when the front of the building was 
plastered in 1692 because lowest panels at the left-hand side of the building had to be 

cut short on account of the difference in the heights of the two jetties.  
 

A clue to the date of the left-hand jetty is to be found at the extreme left-hand end of 
the building where there still survives one of the series of brackets ('knees') which 
would have supported the upper storey. This bracket is of the simple type which is 

characteristic of the late 15th and 16th centuries (Tudor period).  
 

All of this leads us to speculate as follows. The building started off as two separate 
Tudor houses. These were knocked into one building in 1692 to form what was in effect 
an early terrace of four small houses. The roofs were replaced with a single roof which 

spanned the whole of the new property and included four dormer windows lighting 
newly-created attic rooms. The front elevation of the first floor was completely 

remodelled and fitted with a series of hinged casement windows which would have 
opened outwards like the dormer windows above. These windows were replaced 
piecemeal by slightly deeper versions with sliding sash between around 1800 to 1850.  

 
The doorways are characteristically very low by modern standards. The front door-

frames presumably also date to 1692 although they have been much altered over the 
years and all the doors have been replaced.  

 
An interesting feature on the ground floor is the shop front with a large 19th- or early 
20th-century sash window set in the remains of a large wooden frame. Records show 

that the shop was operational between 1895 and 1945, and belonged to butcher Robert 
Eve. It could be that vehicular access to the rear of the building was provided in this 

position by a passage (a carriage entrance) which was later blocked up to form the 
shop.  
 

 

10. The Rose and Crown Hotel, East Street 

 

A 
Access via the Tudor Trail proper ends here at East Street, but you 

are a long way from your starting point! If you are heading back on 
foot towards the town centre, consider the Riverside route detailed at 

8. 
 
10a. The Rose and Crown Hotel 

 

 

 

At the heart of the Rose and Crown are the 
substantial remains of a timber-framed aisled house 

probably dating from early in the 14th century. Essex 
has more than its fair share of aisled medieval houses 

but, from a national perspective, they are a rare 
commodity, and the often fragmentary evidence 
which they contain is correspondingly precious.  

 



The basic form of an aisled house resembled that of a church. They have a tall central 
'nave' flanked by lower aisles, the roofs of the aisles being continuations of the nave roof. 
The division between the nave and aisles takes the form of an arcade supported by 

widely-spaced posts permitting free movement from one to the other. Aisled houses are 
among the earliest which survive in this country, timber-framed examples existing from 

about 1200.  
 
The principal room of the Rose and Crown was originally a hall, open to the roof. The hall 

alone was heated by an open hearth. Little of the original structure of the house is visible 
externally, but at the west end, in the entrance to the car park, you can see two 

surviving posts, set in from the ends of the gable, and some reused studs (vertical 
timbers) in the same gable. 
 

Inside (for the price of a drink or a meal) one can see more. Start at the rear, main 
entrance and go into the pub. Follow the ground floor through towards the west end, and 

as you approach the doorway into the last room look at the slender timber above the 
door, with a diagonal joint cut across its face. This joint was for one of the passing braces 
of the aisled structure. Walk through the doorway, then turn to look back at the chimney 

stack, and you will see, in the side of the ceiling beam, the mortices for the joists of the 
room above the parlour. 

 
The present form of the building is largely the result of a complex sequence of mainly 

15th-century alterations and additions which transformed the relatively simple aisled 
structure into a hall-and-cross-wings house with an addition at the east end. The 
transformation was made possible by the construction of a large brick chimney stack in 

the hall, with fireplaces heating no less than four rooms. Without the open hearth and its 
smoke rising to the rafters before escaping through a hole in the roof, the hall could be 

ceiled over and an additional first-floor room created, but in order to light the upper 
room the low side walls of the aisles had to be rebuilt. In the process the original roof 
was lost. 

 
The Rose and Crown was restored between 1937 and 1939 by Mrs Grace Faithful Roper 

who, over a number of years, restored a series of Essex buildings (including the timber-
framed building on the opposite side of East Street). Mrs Roper probably saved the 
building from destruction, but the restoration had an uncompromising character. To 

outside observers the most dramatic alteration was the removal of the external plaster, 
bringing to light timbers which had been concealed for centuries. Mullioned windows were 

inserted, though not in every case warranted by the evidence. 
 
NOTE: The above is taken from an article written by Adam Menuge of the RCHME which can be found here at 
http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports/MAG-report-0011.pdf, pp 22-3 
 
 

11. The Riverside Walk 

 

A 
Surface: via wide, tarmac path all the way to the Castle Park gates at 
Northgate Street.  

 

Gradients: level-slight throughout. 
 

Restpoints: frequent 
 



  



11a. Bench on Riverside  11b. Weeping 

willow 

 

 

 

  
 

The Riverside path runs along 

the Colne, eventually 
connecting with lower Castle 

Park. Along your route there 
are many pretty views and 
places to sit and admire them. 

12. Castle Park 

 

A Access info Riverside path enters the Castle Park near the bowling 
green with it's thatched club house. The hard-surface, level 

path continues along the tree-lined riverfront with regular rest-

points.  
 

Leave Castle Park through the gates at the Northgate Street entrance 
(12c) and head back towards your starting point at the bottom of 

North Hill (you can return via either St Peter's St or Northgate, but 
the latter is quieter and prettier).  
  

Note: if you are returning to the town centre, you may prefer walking 
up through the Castle Park, or through the Dutch Quarter via the very 

pretty Maidenburgh Street. Either way though, gradients are very 
steep - be advised! 

 

 
12a. The riverside 12b. The boating lake 12c. Entrance at Northgate St. 

 

   
 

 
…Northgate Street and the end of your trail. 


